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P������e  
 
The SXUSRVe Rf WhLV bRRN LV WR gLYe a VcLeQWLfLcaOO\ ULgRURXV LQWURdXcWLRQ WR EQgOLVh 
Oe[LcRORg\ LQ aQ LQfRUPaO WRQe. The LQfRUPaO aQd SeUVRQaO WRQe LV hRSed WR PaNe Whe 
VRPeWLPeV cRPSOe[ aQd abVWUacW cRQceSWV Rf OLQgXLVWLc aQaO\VLV PRUe acceVVLbOe WR QRY-
LceV. The bRRN LV PeaQW fRU PaVWeU'V VWXdeQWV Rf EQgOLVh, bXW I hRSe WhaW LW caQ SURYe 
XVefXO WR aQ\RQe ZhR LV LQWeUeVWed LQ EQgOLVh Oe[LcRORg\. IW LV QRW PeaQW WR be \eW aQRWheU 
dU\ WUeaWLVe fRU Whe VROe beQefLW Rf P\ feOORZ OLQgXLVWV. 
 SLQce WhLV bRRN haV beeQ cRQceLYed LQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf edXcaWLQg WeacheUV Rf EQgOLVh 
aW Whe DeSaUWPeQW Rf EQgOLVh Rf Whe TechQLcaO UQLYeUVLW\ Rf LLbeUec, LW LV cRQVWUaLQed 
b\ Whe cXUULcXOXP Rf WhLV SURgUaP. IW LV VSecLfLcaOO\ a We[WbRRN fRU Whe cRXUVe RQ EQgOLVh 
Oe[LcRORg\ LQ Whe fLUVW VePeVWeU Rf Whe PaVWeU'V SURgUaP. 

BecaXVe WheVe VWXdeQWV ZLOO haYe had VeSaUaWe cRXUVeV RQ ShRQeWLcV/ShRQRORg\, 
PRUShRORg\, V\QWa[ aQd SUacWLcaO EQgOLVh VNLOOV, I WU\ WR aYRLd eQcURachLQg RQ Whe WeUUL-
WRU\ Rf WheVe cRXUVeV aV PXch aV SRVVLbOe. HRZeYeU, LW LV e[SecWed WhaW Whe UeadeUV aUe 
faPLOLaU ZLWh WheVe dLVcLSOLQeV. NeYeUWheOeVV, UeSeWLWLRQV LQ Whe cRQWeQW Rf Whe bRRN dR 
RccXU RQ SXUSRVe LQ RUdeU WR eaVe Whe XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf Whe cRPSOe[ cRQceSWV Rf Oe[L-
cRORg\, ZhLch caQ be deVcULbed LQ YaULRXV Za\V fURP YaULRXV SeUVSecWLYeV. Each chaSWeU 
LV accRPSaQLed b\ a QXPbeU Rf e[eUcLVeV WR facLOLWaWe VeOf-VWXd\LQg. 

LLQgXLVWLc QRPeQcOaWXUe LV QRWRULRXVO\ cRPSOLcaWed. DLffeUeQW aXWhRUV Pa\ XVe Whe 
VaPe WeUP fRU dLffeUeQW SheQRPeQa, aQd dLffeUeQW WeUPV aUe RfWeQ XVed fRU Whe VaPe 
SheQRPeQa. TheUefRUe, I dXO\ e[SOaLQ Whe WeUPLQRORg\ I XVe. ThLV bRRN LV, hRZeYeU, QRW 
PeaQW WR be eQc\cORSedLc aQd dReV QRW SXUSRUW WR cRYeU eYeU\ aVSecW Rf EQgOLVh Oe[L-
cRORg\ RU OLQgXLVWLc WeUPLQRORg\. TheUefRUe, \RX aUe cRUdLaOO\ eQcRXUaged WR Uead RWheU 
ZRUNV RQ Oe[LcRORg\ aQd VePaQWLcV aV ZeOO. 
 SLQce EQgOLVh LV a SOXULceQWULc OaQgXage haYLQg PaQ\ PRUe RU OeVV dLffeUeQW YaULe-
WLeV aQd QR RQe SWaQdaUd YaULeW\, I aWWePSW WR deVcULbe a NLQd Rf cRPPRQ deQRPLQaWRU. 
I dRQ'W faYRU aQ\ Rf Whe YaULeWLeV, e[ceSW fRU XVLQg APeULcaQ VSeOOLQg, aQd RQO\ VeOdRP 
UefeU WR dLffeUeQceV beWZeeQ WheP. 
 I XVe bRWh aXWheQWLc e[aPSOeV aQd e[aPSOeV cUeaWed RQ Whe fO\ WR LOOXVWUaWe ceUWaLQ 
SRLQWV. I dRQ'W LQVLVW RQ XVLQg aXWheQWLc e[aPSOeV aORQe becaXVe Oe[LcRORg\ LV QRW abRXW 
ZhaW haV beeQ VaLd RU ZULWWeQ bXW abRXW ZhaW caQ be VaLd RU ZULWWeQ. ShRXOd P\ RZQ 
e[aPSOeV be fRXQd LQadeTXaWe, I'P RSeQ WR VXggeVWLRQV. The aXWheQWLc e[aPSOeV aUe 
bRWh fURP cOaVVLcaO aQd PRdeUQ aXWhRUV, bXW PRVWO\ fURP Whe OaWWeU. 
 I aOVR ePSOR\ e[aPSOeV Rf LQfRUPaO RU eYeQ QRQ-VWaQdaUd OaQgXage LQ RUdeU WR VhRZ 
WhaW WheVe YaULeWLeV WRR aUe OegLWLPaWe RbMecW Rf OLQgXLVWLc VWXd\ aQd caQ be aQaO\]ed LQ 
Whe VaPe Za\ aV aQ\ VWaQdaUd aQd fRUPaO e[SUeVVLRQV. I fRcXV RQ deVcULbLQg EQgOLVh, 
QRW RQ SUeVcULbLQg hRZ LW LV WR be XVed. 
 BeVLdeV P\ PaQ\ VWXdeQWV, Whe fROORZLQg SXbOLVhed VchROaUV haYe LQVSLUed Pe eV-
SecLaOO\: HaQV AUQdW, BeUQaUd CRPULe, gVWeQ DahO, ChaUOeV FLOOPRUe, WLOOLaP FROe\, 
MLchaeO HaOOLda\, ChULVWLaQ LehPaQQ, GeRffUe\ Leech, EdLWh MRUaYcVLN, RRbeUW VaQ 
VaOLQ JU. aQd TeUeQce WLObXU. 
 I aP eVSecLaOO\ WhaQNfXO WR DRc. dU. NadČåda KXdUQiþRYi, CSc. fRU heU UeYLeZ Rf 



4 
 

Whe dUafW aQd XVefXO cRPPeQWV, ZhLch haYe LPSURYed LW VXbVWaQWLaOO\. 
 
N��a����a� c���e������  

x IWalicV LQdLcaWe e[aPSOeV aQd WhaW I fRcXV RQ Whe fRUP Rf a OLQgXLVWLc e[SUeVVLRQ. 
x A ZRUd fRUP fROORZed b\ aQ aVWeULVN, e.g. be*, deQRWeV aOO Whe SRVVLbOe LQfOec-

WLRQaO fRUPV Rf WhaW ZRUd WhaW aUe XVeabOe LQ Whe gLYeQ cRQWe[W. 
x 'SLQgOe TXRWaWLRQ PaUNV' LQdLcaWe Whe PeaQLQg Rf a OLQgXLVWLc e[SUeVVLRQ. 
x <SRLQW\ bUacNeWV> LQdLcaWe Oe[ePeV. 
x "DRXbOe TXRWaWLRQ PaUNV" LQdLcaWe dLUecW cLWaWLRQV. 
x UQdeUOLQLQg LV XVed WR dUaZ aWWeQWLRQ WR SaUWLcXOaUO\ UeOeYaQW SaUWV Rf e[aPSOeV. 
x BROd VLgQLfLeV LPSRUWaQW WechQLcaO WeUPV ZheUe Whe\ aUe XVed fRU Whe fLUVW WLPe. 
x SWULNe-WhUX VhRZV e[aPSOeV ZhLch aUe cRQVLdeUed ZURQg. FURP WLPe WR WLPe, I 

aOVR gLYe e[aPSOeV Rf LQcRUUecW XVe Rf EQgOLVh LQ RUdeU WR dUaZ aWWeQWLRQ WR cRP-
PRQ SLWfaOOV. 

x [BUacNeWV] LQdLcaWe eOePeQWV LQ aQ e[aPSOe ZhLch caQ be OefW RXW. 
x VaULRXV cRORUV aUe XVed LQ VRPe e[aPSOeV WR hLghOLghW YaULRXV SRLQWV. 
x HLghOLghWLQg LQdLcaWeV YeU\ LPSRUWaQW SRLQWV. 
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1.IQWURdXcWLRQ 
In this chapter, I give an overview of what lexicology is about, and how the book is 
organized. 

The object of this book is primarily lexicology and only secondarily English. This 
may sound surprising since it is declared in the preface that it is a textbook for students 
of English. What I want to emphasize is that even though the vast majority of examples 
are taken from English and thus the book does describe English, my ultimate purpose 
is to give the students generic tools with which they can describe and analyze any lan-
guage, not only English. That is why there appear examples from other languages as 
well. 

Le[LcRORg\ LV LQ PaQ\ Za\V aQ e[WeQVLRQ Rf PRUShRORg\. IWV baVLc XQLW Rf VWXd\ LV 
Oe[ePeV, ZhLch cRQVLVW Rf RQe RU PRUe PRUShePeV. SLQce PRUShePeV, aQd WheUeb\ Oe[-
ePeV, haYe fRUPV aQd WhXV SURQXQcLaWLRQ, Oe[LcRORg\ caQQRW be dLVcXVVed ZLWhRXW Uef-
eUeQceV WR ShRQRORg\ eLWheU. LLNeZLVe, VLQce Oe[ePeV aUe W\SLcaOO\ XVed LQ cRPbLQaWLRQ 
ZLWh RWheU Oe[ePeV, V\QWa[ WRR becRPeV UeOeYaQW LQ a Oe[LcRORgLcaO dLVcXVVLRQ. 

Le[LcRORg\ LV aOVR UeOaWed WR Oe[LcRgUaSh\, Whe VWXd\ Rf hRZ Oe[ePeV caQ be SUe-
VeQWed LQ a PeaQLQgfXO Za\, L.e. hRZ dLcWLRQaULeV aQd Oe[Lca caQ be cUeaWed. ThLV LV 
WRXched XSRQ LQ Whe OaVW chaSWeU, ZhLch aOVR cRQVLdeUV bULefO\ ZhaW LW WaNeV WR NQRZ a 
Oe[ePe. 

HRZeYeU, Whe fRcXV Rf Oe[LcRORg\ aV SUeVeQWed LQ WhLV We[WbRRN LV RQ Whe cRQWeQW Rf 
Oe[ePeV. HeQce, Oe[LcRORg\ LV a VXbVeW Rf VePaQWLcV, Whe VWXd\ Rf PeaQLQg. ThLV bRRN 
deVcULbeV 

 
1. ZhaW NLQd Rf Oe[ePeV WheUe aUe, aQd hRZ Whe\ aUe bXLOW XS (ChaSWeU 2), 
2. hRZ QeZ RQeV caQ be cUeaWed (ChaSWeU 3), 
3. ZhaW UeOaWLRQV WheUe aUe beWZeeQ Oe[ePeV (ChaSWeU 4), 
4. hRZ Oe[ePeV caQ be aQaO\]ed, aQd ZhaW UeOaWLRQV WheUe aUe beWZeeQ Whe cRPSR-

QeQWV Rf LQdLYLdXaO Oe[ePeV (ChaSWeU 5), 
5. hRZ Oe[ePeV LQWeUacW ZLWh each RWheU ZheQ XVed WRgeWheU LQ ShUaVeV aQd VeQ-

WeQceV (ChaSWeU 6), aQd 
6. hRZ Whe PeaQLQgV Rf Oe[ePeV caQ be aOWeUed RU e[SaQded (ChaSWeU 7). 

 
I haYe RUgaQL]ed Whe cRQWeQW Rf WhLV bRRN LQ deVceQdLQg RUdeU Rf SUeVXPed faPLOLaULW\. 
TheUefRUe, afWeU aQ LQWURdXcWLRQ WR Whe baVLc XQLW Rf Oe[LcRORg\, Whe VR-caOOed Oe[ePeV, I 
VWaUW ZLWh cRQceSWV, VXch aV e.g. ZRUd fRUPaWLRQ, ZhLch aUe aOUead\ LQWURdXced LQ Whe 
cRXUVe RQ PRUShRORg\, ZhLch Whe SULPaU\ UeadeUVhLS Rf WhLV bRRN ZLOO haYe fROORZed 
b\ Whe WLPe Rf WaNLQg Whe cRXUVe RQ Oe[LcRORg\. 
 TheQ fROORZV a deVcULSWLRQ Rf PeaQLQg UeOaWLRQV beWZeeQ Oe[ePeV, VRPe Rf ZhLch 
UeOaWLRQV, e.g. V\QRQ\P\ aQd aQWRQ\P\, aUe aOVR OLNeO\ WR be NQRZQ aOUead\. The RYeU-
aUchLQg WhUead LQ Whe bRRN LV UeOaWLRQV, L.e. YaULRXV W\SeV Rf UeOaWLRQV beWZeeQ aQd ZLWhLQ 
Oe[ePeV. 
 HeUeafWeU, Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf Oe[ePeV LV e[SORUed, QRW RQO\ Whe PRUe RU OeVV RbYLRXV 
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VWUXcWXUe Rf cRPSOe[ Oe[ePeV, bXW aOVR VRPe aWWePSWV aW aQaO\]LQg VLPSOe Oe[ePeV ZLWh 
UeVSecW WR a SRVVLbOe LQWeUQaO VWUXcWXUe. 
 HaYLQg dLVcXVVed YaULRXV aVSecWV Rf Oe[ePeV "VWaWLcaOO\", Whe LQWeUacWLRQ Rf Oe[-
ePeV LQ acWXaO XVe LV aOVR WaNeQ XS. ThLV UeSUeVeQWV a cRQQecWLRQ beWZeeQ Oe[LcRORg\ 
aQd V\QWa[. 
 FLQaOO\, YaULRXV Za\V Rf e[WeQdLQg aQd chaQgLQg Whe PeaQLQg Rf a Oe[ePe LV dLV-
cXVVed. IQ WhLV cRQQecWLRQ, aOVR a OLWWOe VLdeWUacN LV WaNeQ WR hRZ Whe gUaPPaU Rf a OaQ-
gXage caQ be e[WeQded ZLWh Whe heOS Rf Oe[ePeV, aQd hRZ fLgXUeV Rf VSeech aUe aOVR 
e[SORLWed LQ Whe SUagPaWLc XVe Rf eQWLUe XWWeUaQceV. 

1.1.EQJOLVK 
EQgOLVh, a gORbaO OaQgXage, Pa\ haUdO\ Qeed LQWURdXcWLRQ. HRZeYeU, LW LV QRW QeceVVaULO\ 
cOeaU-cXW ZhaW EQgOLVh LV ZheQ LW cRPeV WR deVcULbLQg LW LQ a We[WbRRN. The XVXaO aS-
SURach LV WhaW a We[WbRRN deVcULbeV Whe VWaQdaUd YaULeW\ Rf a gLYeQ OaQgXage, ZhLch LV 
Whe RQe WhaW LV WaXghW LQ VchRROV LQ Whe gLYeQ cRXQWU\ aQd XVed LQ SXbOLc cRPPXQLcaWLRQ 
VXch aV QaWLRQaO WeOeYLVLRQ, QaWLRQaO QeZV RXWOeWV aQd VXchOLNe. 
 HRZeYeU, EQgOLVh dReV QRW haYe RQe VXch VWaQdaUd YaULeW\. EQgOLVh LV, aV PeQWLRQed 
LQ Whe SURORgXe, a SOXULceQWULc OaQgXage. IW LV RbYLRXV fURP Whe facW - aPRQg RWheU WhLQgV 
- WhaW MS WRUd RffeUV 19 dLffeUeQW gUaPPaU/VSeOO checNeU YaULeWLeV ZLWhLQ EQgOLVh: AXV-
WUaOLa, BeOL]e, CaQada, CaULbbeaQ, PhLOLSSLQeV, UQLWed AUab EPLUaWeV, IQdLa, IQdRQeVLa, 
IUeOaQd, JaPaLca, MaOa\VLa, NeZ ZeaOaQd, HRQg KRQg, SLQgaSRUe, UK, SRXWh AfULca, 
TULQLdad aQd TRbagR, ZLPbabZe, UQLWed SWaWeV Rf APeULca. 
 MRUeRYeU, EQgOLVh dReV QRW haYe UegXOaWLQg bRdLeV. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, XQOLNe FUeQch, 
ZhLch LV UegXOaWed b\ Whe AcadpPLe FUaQoaLVe aQd b\ Whe OffLce TXpbpcRLV de Oa OaQgXe 
fUaQoaLVe LQ CaQada, RU C]ech, ZhLch LV UegXOaWed b\ Whe ÒVWaY SUR Ma]\N þeVNê, WheUe 
LV QR OegaO LQVWLWXWLRQ WhaW defLQeV hRZ EQgOLVh PXVW be. EQgOLVh LV QRW eYeQ aQ RffLcLaO 
OaQgXage Rf Whe USA. 
 HeQce, ZhaW LV XVXaOO\ cRQVLdeUed "VWaQdaUd" YaULeWLeV, L.e. ReceLYed PURQXQcLaWLRQ 
(BBC EQgOLVh) LQ Whe UK, aQd GeQeUaO APeULcaQ LQ Whe US, aUe RQO\ de facWR, QRW de 
MXUe, VWaQdaUdV. The\ aUe "cRdLfLed" LQ Whe O[fRUd EQgOLVh DLcWLRQaU\ aQd WebVWeU'V 
dLcWLRQaU\, UeVSecWLYeO\. BXW LQ SULQcLSOe, each SXbOLVheU haV LWV RZQ VW\Oe gXLde aV WR 
hRZ ZRUNV SXbOLVhed WhUX LW aUe WR be ZULWWeQ. 

IW LV Rf cRXUVe a heaY\ VLPSOLfLcaWLRQ RQO\ WR cRQVLdeU RP aQd GA VWaQdaUd YaULeWLeV. 
BXW LW'V XQdeUVWaQdabOe LQ a EXURSeaQ cRQWe[W VLQce WheVe aUe aUgXabO\ Whe PaMRU YaULe-
WLeV Rf EQgOLVh LQ WeUPV Rf RP UeSUeVeQWLQg Whe bLUWhSOace Rf Whe EQgOLVh OaQgXage aQd 
GA UeSUeVeQWLQg Whe YaULeW\ ZLWh PRVW QaWLYe VSeaNeUV, aQd VLQce PRVW EXURSeaQV haYe 
QR cOXe hRZ Va\ AXVWUaOLaQ EQgOLVh LV RU hRZ CaQadLaQ EQgOLVh dLffeUV fURP US EQg-
OLVh. 

AQRWheU WhLQg WhaW PaNeV LW dLffLcXOW WR defLQe EQgOLVh LV WhaW LW haV VSaZQ a UaQge 
Rf OaQgXageV WhaW Pa\ QRW UeVePbOe EQgOLVh YeU\ PXch WR Whe Oa\PaQ, bXW ZhLch haYe 
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LQheULWed QXPeURXV feaWXUeV fURP EQgOLVh. SXch VR-caOOed cUeROe OaQgXageV aUe Whe Ue-
VXOW Rf EQgOLVh bOeQdLQg ZLWh ORcaO OaQgXageV LQ cRORQLaO aUeaV.1 OQe ZeOO-NQRZQ e[-
aPSOe LV TRN PLVLQ, RQe Rf Whe RffLcLaO OaQgXageV Rf PaSXa NeZ GXLQea.2 

LaVW bXW QRW OeaVW, Whe facW WhaW EQgOLVh LV XVed aV a (RU Whe) gORbaO OLQgXa fUaQca aOVR 
PaNeV LW dLffLcXOW WR SURYLde a XQLfLed aQd cRQcLVe defLQLWLRQ Rf LW. EQgOLVh LV acWXaOO\ 
XQLTXe LQ WhaW LW LV XVed b\ PRUe QRQQaWLYe VSeaNeUV WhaQ b\ QaWLYe VSeaNeUV.3 IW LV 
SeUhaSV RQO\ a PaWWeU Rf WLPe XQWLO WhLV GORbLVh LV cRQVLdeUed Whe VWaQdaUd YaULeW\... 
  

                                                 
1 NRW RQO\ EQgOLVh haV VeUYed aV a baVe fRU cUeROe OaQgXageV. HaLWLaQ CUeROe aQd MaXULWLaQ CUeROe aUe 
e.g. FUeQch-baVed cUeROeV. 
2 IWV QaPe, PeaQLQg 'WaON PLdgLQ', aOOXdeV WR LWV RULgLQ aV a SLdgLQ OaQgXage, a YeU\ VLPSOLfLed PL[ed 
OaQgXage W\SLcaOO\ XVed LQ cRPPeUce beWZeeQ cRORQL]ed ORcaOV aQd cRORQL]LQg PeUchaQWV. 
3 LLQgXa fUaQca LV a OaQgXage WhaW LV cRPPRQ WR bRWh SaUWLeV LQ a cRPPXQLcaWLRQ bXW ZhLch LV Whe QaWLYe 
OaQgXage Rf QeLWheU. 
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2.Le[ePeV 
RecaOO WhaW PRUShePeV aUe Whe VPaOOeVW, L.e. LQdLYLVLbOe, XQLWV Rf OaQgXage WhaW haYe 
cRQWeQW, L.e. Whe\ haYe VRPe PeaQLQg RU fXQcWLRQ. 

Le[ePeV aUe Whe baVLc XQLWV Rf Oe[LcaO PeaQLQg. AOO Oe[ePeV aUe Pade XS Rf RQe RU 
PRUe PRUShePeV, bXW QRW aOO PRUShePeV aUe Oe[ePeV b\ WhePVeOYeV. The UeaVRQ fRU 
WhLV LV Whe cRPPRQ dLVWLQcWLRQ beWZeeQ Whe gUaPPaU Rf a OaQgXage aQd Whe YRcabXOaU\ 
RU Oe[LcRQ Rf a OaQgXage. AV Whe QaPeV VXggeVW, Oe[ePeV PaNe XS Whe Oe[LcRQ (YRcabX-
OaU\) Rf a OaQgXage. 

The PRUShePeV WhaW e[SUeVV gUaPPaWLcaO fXQcWLRQV, e.g. Whe PaUNeUV Rf QXPbeU, 
caVe, WeQVe, aVSecW, eWc. aUe SaUW Rf a OaQgXage'V gUaPPaU aQd WheUefRUe dR QRW SaUWaNe 
LQ Whe fRUPaWLRQ Rf Oe[ePeV (Vee, hRZeYeU, SecWLRQ 2.4). MRUShePeV WhaW e[SUeVV gUaP-
PaWLcaO cRQVWUXcWV aUe caOOed gUaPPePeV (RU gUaPePeV). ThLV bRRN dReV QRW deaO ZLWh 
gUaPPePeV LQ deSWh, bXW Whe\ aUe RbYLRXVO\ deVcULbed b\ aOO gUaPPaU bRRNV eYeQ Lf 
RQO\ feZ bRRNV acWXaOO\ XVe Whe WeUP gUaP(P)ePe. 

IW'V QRW eaV\ WR dePaUcaWe Whe bRUdeU beWZeeQ Whe Oe[LcRQ aQd Whe gUaPPaU e[acWO\. 
MRUShePeV beORQgLQg WR Whe VR-caOOed cRQWeQW ZRUd cOaVVeV (QRXQV, Oe[LcaO YeUbV, ad-
MecWLYeV, VRPe adYeUbV) aUe cOeaUO\ Oe[ePeV, aQd LQfOecWLRQaO affL[eV aUe cOeaUO\ gUaP-
PePeV. 

HRZeYeU, PRUShePeV beORQgLQg WR Whe VR-caOOed fXQcWLRQ ZRUd cOaVVeV (SUeSRVL-
WLRQV, cRQMXQcWLRQV, aUWLcOeV, SURQRXQV, LQfLQLWLYe PaUNeU, aX[LOLaU\ YeUbV eWc.) baOaQce 
RQ Whe bRUdeU Rf Oe[LcRQ aQd gUaPPaU. DeULYaWLRQaO affL[eV SURdXce QeZ Oe[ePeV, VR 
Whe\ aUe QaWXUaOO\ aQ LPSRUWaQW RbMecW Rf VWXd\ fRU Oe[LcRORg\ eYeQ WhRXgh Whe\ aUe QRW 
Oe[ePeV b\ WhePVeOYeV. 

SLQce Oe[ePeV caQ cRQVLVW Rf VeYeUaO PRUShePeV, Oe[LcRORg\ LV aOVR UeOaWed WR V\Q-
Wa[, ZhLch VWXdLeV ShUaVeV aQd cOaXVeV. A SaUW Rf Whe MRb Rf Oe[LcRORg\ LV WR deWeUPLQe 
ZhaW cRXQWV aV a Oe[ePe cRQVLVWLQg Rf VeYeUaO PRUShePeV aQd ZhaW cRXQWV aV "RUdLQaU\" 
ShUaVeV cRQVLVWLQg Rf VeYeUaO PRUShePeV. 

2.1.WRUdV 
IQWeUeVWLQgO\, Whe cRPPRQ QRWLRQ ZRUd, ZhLch LV W\SLcaOO\ Whe RQO\ Oe[LcRORgLcaO WeUP 
XVed b\ Oa\PeQ, haV defLed a ULgRURXV aQd XQLYeUVaO defLQLWLRQ. The SURbabO\ PRVW cRP-
PRQO\ cLWed defLQLWLRQ, L.e. a VeTXeQce Rf OeWWeUV dePaUcaWed b\ VSaceV RU SXQcWXaWLRQ 
VLgQV haV OLWWOe cURVV-OLQgXLVWLc aSSOLcabLOLW\ aQd dReVQ'W haQg WRgeWheU ZLWh VSRNeQ OaQ-
gXage eLWheU. 

FRU RQe WhLQg, WheUe aUe ZULWLQg V\VWePV WhaW VLPSO\ dRQ'W haYe OeWWeUV VXch aV ChL-
QeVe aQd dRQ'W XVe VSaceV eLWheU. ThLV LV SeUhaSV eaV\ WR deaO ZLWh, aV RQe caQ VLPSO\ 
decOaUe WhaW RQe VLgQ eTXaOV RQe ZRUd. HRZeYeU, WheUe aUe aOVR ZULWLQg V\VWePV, e.g. 
AUabLc, WhaW dR XVe OeWWeUV bXW QRW VSaceV. ThXV, ZhaW aSSeaUV WR be RQe VeTXeQce Rf 
OeWWeUV caQ cRUUeVSRQd WR VeYeUaO ZRUdV LQ Va\ EQgOLVh. The VaPe ZaV Whe caVe ZLWh Whe 
cOaVVLcaO OaQgXageV LaWLQ aQd AQcLeQW GUeeN. IQ facW, VSace LV a UeOaWLYeO\ UeceQW deYeO-
RSPeQW LQ Whe hLVWRU\ Rf ZULWLQg. 
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Then, even closely related languages may have differing traditions for how to use 
spaces. E.g., the German Jugendschutzgesetz must be written like this in one word 
whereas its English translation, youth protection law, appears to be three words. It adds 
to the confusion that three parts of the German word can be used as words by them-
selves, Jugend, Schutz, Gesetz. See also the section on compounding, 3.5. 

Finally, even the spoken variety of the same language doesn't completely agree with 
the spelling conventions. For one thing, space in writing doesn't necessarily and doesn't 
usually represent a pause in speech ± contrary to popular belief. Nor does it necessarily 
coincide with the boundaries of so-called intonational or stress units. E.g., with Charles 
would be one such pronunciation unit because the preposition "melts" together with the 
following noun; nonetheless, a space is required between with and Charles. 

Because of the vagueness of words sketched above, I shall not use this notion in the 
book. 

2.2.Signs 
It's worth noting that the vast majority of morphemes belong to the type of signs that 
are called symbols. It means that the relation between a morpheme's content and its 
form is arbitrary. One cannot deduce the meaning of a morpheme from its form. 

It is evident from the fact that different languages have assigned different forms to 
the same content, e.g. book, libro, kniha. Of course, the relation must at the same time 
be conventionalized or else the speakers of a language couldn't possibly understand one 
another. A language community must agree on which forms are assigned to which 
meanings. 

Exceptions are onomatopoeia like bum, bang, buzz, hiss, whose meaning can be 

inferred from their pronunciation, and emoticons or emojis like 😔, 😟, 😜, 😗, whose 

meaning can be inferred from their visual form. Such signs are called icons and are 
characterized by the fact that their form somehow reminisce of their content. 

The third type of signs, the so-called indices, is not found in languages. An index 
embodies a causal relation between a sign's form and its content, e.g. smoke indicates 
fire. Hence, smoke is an index of fire; smoke points to fire. 

However, there do exist elements in a language that have a pointing function, but 
without a causal relation between the element pointing and the element being pointed 
at. Such so-called deictic expressions point at elements in the communication situation, 
and are, in spoken communication, often accompanied by actual physical pointing. 
Such linguistic expressions are the demonstrative proforms this and that, and certain 
adverbs such as here, there, now, then. 

2.3.Simple and complex lexemes 
As mentioned above, lexemes can be simple or complex depending on how many mor-
phemes enter into them. If a lexeme consists of only one morpheme (train, chair, girl, 
fly, high, etc.), then it's simple or monomorphemic. If a lexeme consists of two or more 
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PRUShePeV (WUaiQ dUiYeU, chaiUPaQ, giUliVh, flighW, highQeVV, eWc.), WheQ LW'V cRPSOe[ RU 
SRO\PRUSKePLc.4 ChaSWeU 3 dLVcXVVeV hRZ WR PaNe QeZ Oe[ePeV, ZhLch aUe W\SLcaOO\ 
cRPSOe[. 

2.3.1. CRPSRVLWLRQaOLW\ / SUedLcWabLOLW\ Rf PeaQLQJ 
SLQce Whe UeOaWLRQ beWZeeQ fRUP aQd cRQWeQW LV aUbLWUaU\ (cf. 2.2), Whe PeaQLQg Rf PRU-
ShePeV, aQd WheUefRUe Whe PeaQLQg Rf PRQRPRUShePLc Oe[ePeV aV ZeOO, LV geQeUaOO\ 
XQSUedLcWabOe. 

HRZeYeU, Whe PeaQLQg Rf cRPSOe[ Oe[ePeV LV RfWeQ dedXcLbOe fURP Whe PeaQLQgV 
Rf Whe SaUWLcLSaWLQg PRUShePeV. WheQ WhLV LV Whe caVe, Whe cRPSOe[ Oe[ePe LV VaLd WR be 
cRPSRVLWLRQaO RU WUaQVSaUeQW. The RSSRVLWe VLWXaWLRQ LV caOOed QRQ-cRPSRVLWLRQaO RU 
RSaTXe. 

IW LV, hRZeYeU, LPSRUWaQW WR UeaOL]e WhaW cRPSRVLWLRQaOLW\ LV a PaWWeU Rf degUee. The 
PeaQLQg Rf VRPe cRPSOe[ Oe[ePeV LV eaVLO\ dedXcLbOe fURP Whe PeaQLQgV Rf WheLU SaUWV, 
e.g. WUaiQ dUiYeU, giUliVh. BecaXVe Rf WhLV WUaQVSaUeQc\, Whe\ Pa\ QRW eYeQ be OLVWed LQ a 
dLcWLRQaU\. AQ\RQe ZhR NQRZV WUaiQ aQd dUiYeU ZLOO LPPedLaWeO\ NQRZ ZhaW WUaiQ 
dUiYeU UefeUV WR. 

AW Whe RWheU eQd Rf Whe VcaOe aUe Oe[ePeV OLNe kick Whe bXckeW, ZhRVe PeaQLQg LV 
cRPSOeWeO\ RSaTXe. TheUe'V QR Za\ Rf NQRZLQg fURP Whe PeaQLQgV Rf kick, Whe aQd 
bXckeW WhaW LW PeaQV 'WR dLe'. SXch cRPSOeWeO\ RSaTXe Oe[ePeV aUe caOOed LdLRPV RU fL[ed 
e[SUeVVLRQV. 

BeWZeeQ WheVe WZR e[WUePeV aUe Whe PRUe RU OeVV cRQVSLcXRXV Oe[ePeV. IQ WheVe 
caVeV, Whe PeaQLQg Rf Whe cRPSOe[ Oe[ePe dReV haYe VRPeWhLQg WR dR ZLWh Whe PeaQLQgV 
Rf Whe LQdLYLdXaO PRUShePeV, \eW Whe PeaQLQg Rf Whe ZhROe LV QRW eQWLUeO\ dedXcLbOe.  

E.g., a fiUePaQ LV a PaQ ZhR ZRUNV ZLWh fLUe, bXW hLV MRb LV QRW WR PaNe bXW e[WLQ-
gXLVh fLUe. A bRaWPaQ QeLWheU PaNeV QRU deVWUR\V a bRaW bXW ZRUNV RQ RQe. TR geW XS 
LQYROYeV a PRYePeQW XSZaUdV fURP a bed, \eW Whe bed LV QRW PeQWLRQed. MaQ\ cRP-
SRXQdV aQd eVSecLaOO\ ShUaVaO YeUbV aUe PRUe RU OeVV RSaTXe. 

The PeaQLQgV Rf Va\LQgV aQd SURYeUbV aUe aOVR PRUe RU OeVV RSaTXe, e.g. WR bXUQ 
Whe PidQighW Ril, a biUd iQ Whe haQd iV beWWeU WhaQ WZR iQ Whe bXVh. WLWh VRPe faQWaV\, 
Whe\ caQ be XQdeUVWRRd; QeYeUWheOeVV, WheLU PeaQLQg LV deWached fURP Whe OLWeUaO PeaQ-
LQgV Rf Whe LQdLYLdXaO SaUWV (Vee aOVR ChaSWeU 7). 
 The e[LVWeQce Rf cRPSOe[ Oe[ePeV (cRPSRXQdV, ShUaVaO YeUbV, LdLRPV aQd Va\LQgV) 
VhRZV Whe cRQQecWLRQ beWZeeQ Oe[LcRORg\ aQd V\QWa[. SXch Oe[ePeV UeVePbOe V\QWacWLc 
XQLWV. CRPSRXQdV ORRN OLNe ShUaVeV (PRVW RfWeQ QRXQ ShUaVeV); Whe RWheUV ORRN OLNe 
(SaUWLaO) cOaXVeV. E.g., kick Whe bXckeW cRQVLVWV Rf a YeUb aQd LWV dLUecW RbMecW. 

                                                 
4 GUaPPePeV WRR caQ be VLPSOe aQd cRPSOe[. E.g. Whe gUaPPePe Rf Whe QRPLQaO SOXUaO LV XVXaOO\ VLPSOe 
LQ EQgOLVh, MXVW Whe VXffL[ -V. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe gUaPPePe Rf Whe SURgUeVVLYe LV aOZa\V cRPSOe[ aV 
LW cRQVLVW Rf a fRUP Rf Whe aX[LOLaU\ be aQd Whe -iQg VXffL[ Rf Whe fROORZLQg YeUb. 
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2.4.LePPa 
AV PeQWLRQed abRYe aW Whe defLQLWLRQ Rf Oe[ePeV, LQfOecWLRQaO eOePeQWV aUe RXWVLde Whe 
UeaOP Rf Oe[LcRORg\. NeYeUWheOeVV, a Oe[ePe caQQRW aSSeaU ZLWhRXW LQfOecWLRQ LQ acWXaO 
XVe, aW OeaVW QRW LQ a OaQgXage WhaW haV LQfOecWLRQ. IW PeaQV WhaW Whe YaULRXV LQfOecWLRQaO 
fRUPV Rf a Oe[ePe aUe QRWhLQg PRUe WhaQ YaULRXV fRUPV Rf Whe VaPe Oe[ePe. 

ThXV giUl, giUlV, giUl'V aQd giUlV' aV ZeOO aV dR, dRVW, dReV, did, dRQe aQd dRiQg aUe 
aOO dLffeUeQW fRUPV Rf Whe VaPe XQdeUO\LQg Oe[ePeV. WheQ RQe QeedV WR UefeU WR a Oe[ePe 
UegaUdOeVV Rf LWV LQfOecWLRQaO fRUPV, YaULRXV QRWaWLRQV aUe XVed: *gLUO, GIRL, <JLUO>, 
GIRL; *dR, DO, <dR>, DO. IQ WhLV bRRN, I XVe Whe hLghOLghWed QRWaWLRQ ZLWh SRLQW\ bUacN-
eWV (gUeaWeU-WhaQ/VPaOOeU-WhaQ VLgQV). 

FRU cRQYeQLeQce, RQe Rf Whe LQfOecWLRQaO fRUPV LV VLQgOed RXW WR VWaQd fRU Whe Oe[ePe 
aQd WheUeb\ fRU aOO LWV SRVVLbOe LQfOecWLRQaO fRUPV. ThLV SaUWLcXOaU fRUP LV caOOed Whe 
OePPa, SOXUaO OePPaWa, RU Whe dLcWLRQaU\ fRUP Rf a Oe[ePe. WhLch fRUP LV chRVeQ aV 
Whe OePPa deSeQdV RQ Whe Oe[LcRgUaShLc (dLcWLRQaU\ PaNLQg) WUadLWLRQ Rf a gLYeQ OaQ-
gXage cRPPXQLW\ aQd LV QRW XQLYeUVaO. 

FRU EQgOLVh, Whe OePPa Rf QRXQV LV Whe QRPLQaWLYe VLQgXOaU (giUl), Whe OePPa Rf 
adMecWLYeV LV Whe SRVLWLYe degUee (SUeWW\)5, aQd Whe OePPa Rf YeUbV LV Whe LQfLQLWLYe (dR)6. 

2.5.DeQRWaWLRQ YV cRQQRWaWLRQ 
SLQce Oe[LcRORg\ chLefO\ cRQceUQV LWVeOf ZLWh Whe PeaQLQgV Rf Oe[ePeV, LW LV LPSRUWaQW 
WR dLVcXVV ZhaW NLQd Rf PeaQLQgV WheUe aUe. A cRPPRQ dLVWLQcWLRQ LV WhaW beWZeeQ de-
QRWaWLYe PeaQLQg aQd cRQQRWaWLYe PeaQLQg(V). 
 The deQRWaWLYe RU cRQceSWXaO PeaQLQg Rf a Oe[ePe LV Whe PeaQLQg WhaW a OaQgXage 
cRPPXQLW\ agUeeV RQ LQ QeXWUaO WeUPV. IW'V Whe cRUe PeaQLQg Rf a Oe[ePe. CRQQRWaWLRQ 
LV ZhaWeYeU added VeQVeV aUe aWWached WR Whe Oe[ePe. CRQQRWaWLRQV caQ be LQVWLWXWLRQaO-
L]ed, bXW Whe\ caQ aOVR be hLghO\ LQdLYLdXaO. 
 E.g., Whe deQRWaWLRQV Rf <begLQQLQg> aQd <cRPPeQcePeQW> aUe Whe VaPe. The\ 
bRWh UefeU WR Whe VWaUWLQg SRLQW Rf aQ acWLYLW\ RU eYeQW. HRZeYeU, Whe\ haYe dLffeUeQW 
cRQQRWaWLRQV. <BegLQQLQg> LV a VW\OLVWLcaOO\ QeXWUaO WeUP, ZhLch caQ be XVed LQ YLUWXaOO\ 
aQ\ VLWXaWLRQ. <CRPPeQcePeQW> cRQQRWeV aQ eOeYaWed VW\Oe aQd LV WheUefRUe W\SLcaOO\ 
XVed LQ RffLcLaO RU VROePQ cRQWe[WV. LLNeZLVe, <fLQd RXW> aQd <dLVcRYeU> haYe Whe VaPe 
deQRWaWLRQ bXW dLffeUeQW cRQQRWaWLRQV. <FLQd RXW> LV aQ eYeU\da\, LQfRUPaO WeUP ZheUeaV 
<dLVcRYeU> LV PRUe fRUPaO. 
 CRQQRWaWLRQV aUe aOVR caOOed aVVRcLaWLYe PeaQLQgV becaXVe Whe\ aUe aVVRcLaWed ZLWh 
a Oe[ePe'V deQRWaWLYe PeaQLQg LQ a VXbMecWLYe PaQQeU MXVW aV RbMecWV caQ eYRNe dLffeUeQW 
aVVRcLaWLRQV LQ dLffeUeQW SeRSOe. E.g., <WUaLQ> eYRNeV a YeU\ SRVLWLYe feeOLQg LQ a UaLOZa\ 

                                                 
5 The OePPa Rf C]ech adMecWLYeV LV Whe SRVLWLYe QRPLQaWLYe VLQgXOaU PaVcXOLQe fRUP (kUiVQê) ZheUeaV 
Whe OePPa Rf GeUPaQ adMecWLYeV LV Whe SRVLWLYe SUedLcaWLYe fRUP (Vch|Q) eYeQ WhRXgh Whe SRVLWLYe QRP-
LQaWLYe VLQgXOaU PaVcXOLQe fRUP dReV e[LVW (Vch|QeU). 
6 The OePPa Rf LaWLQ YeUbV LV Whe 1Vg SUeVeQW LQdLcaWLYe acWLYe fRUP (faciR), aQd WhaW Rf HXQgaULaQ YeUbV 
LV Whe 3Vg SUeVeQW LQdLcaWLYe acWLYe fRUP (cViQil). 
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bXff bXW a OeVV faYRUabOe feeOLQg LQ a cRPPXWeU ZhR cRQVWaQWO\ haV WR SXW XS ZLWh RYeU-
cURZded aQd RYeUdXe WUaLQV. 
 A UePaUNabOe feaWXUe Rf cRQQRWaWLRQ LV ORadedQeVV. A Oe[ePe caQ be QeXWUaO, RU 
SRVLWLYeO\ RU QegaWLYeO\ ORaded, L.e. a Oe[ePe caQ haYe a SRVLWLYe RU QegaWLYe cRQQRWa-
WLRQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, a ORaded Oe[ePe caQ eYRNe SRVLWLYe RU QegaWLYe feeOLQgV LQ Whe 
XVeUV Rf a OaQgXage. E.g., <PaQ> LV a QeXWUaO Oe[ePe, <VZLQe> LV QegaWLYeO\ ORaded, aQd 
<geQWOePaQ> LV SRVLWLYeO\ ORaded. IQ PaQ\ SaLUV Rf Oe[ePeV ZLWh Whe VaPe deQRWaWLRQ 
bXW ZLWh dLffeUeQW cRQQRWaWLRQV, Whe Oe[ePe Rf LaWLQaWe RULgLQ LV PRUe fRUPaO RU haV a 
PRUe SRVLWLYe cRQQRWaWLRQ WhaQ Whe RQe ZLWh AQgOR-Sa[RQ RULgLQ. 

AV dLVcXVVed LQ ChaSWeU 6, LW'V QRW aOZa\V VWUaLghWfRUZaUd WR dUaZ a OLQe beWZeeQ 
deQRWaWLRQ aQd cRQQRWaWLRQ LQ SUacWLce. NeYeUWheOeVV, Whe dLVWLQcWLRQ LV LPSRUWaQW fRU 
VeYeUaO RWheU cRQceSWV, e.g. V\QRQ\P\ (ChaSWeU 4). 

2.6.ReJLVWeU 
A UegLVWeU LV a VXbVeW Rf Whe YRcabXOaU\ Rf a OaQgXage. IW cRQWaLQV Whe Oe[ePeV WhaW WeQd 
WR aSSeaU LQ Whe VaPe cRQWe[W, geQUe RU VW\Oe. ThXV, Whe Oe[ePeV XVed W\SLcaOO\ LQ cROOR-
TXLaO OaQgXage fRUP a UegLVWeU, VR Whe Oe[ePeV XVed LQ acadePLc We[W, aQd VR dR Whe 
Oe[ePeV XVed LQ VOaQg aV ZeOO. The UegLVWeU XVed LQ a VSecLfLc WechQLcaO RU acadePLc 
fLeOd, e.g. Whe cROOecWLRQ Rf WechQLcaO WeUPV LQ OLQgXLVWLcV LV aOVR caOOed a MaUgRQ. HeQce, 
WhLV bRRN LV a deVcULSWLRQ Rf Whe MaUgRQ Rf Oe[LcRORg\. 
 TheUe LVQ'W a fL[ed QXPbeU Rf UegLVWeUV LQ a OaQgXage. If RQe ORRNV cORVe eQRXgh aW 
We[WV, RQe caQ eYeQ fLQd dLffeUeQceV beWZeeQ Whe YRcabXOaULeV Rf YaULRXV acadePLc 
fLeOdV. E.g., cRPSXWeU VcLeQWLVWV XVe a UegLVWeU dLffeUeQW fURP Whe UegLVWeU Rf Va\ OLQgXLVW. 
TheUe LV Rf cRXUVe PXch RYeUOaS, ZhLch VeWV WheP aVLde fURP QRQ-acadePLc UegLVWeUV, 
bXW aOVR dLffeUeQceV LQ deWaLO. IW LV aOVR SRVVLbOe WR fRUP LQWeUVecWLRQV RU XQLRQV Rf Ueg-
LVWeUV. 
 The WeUP UegLVWeU LV heUe XVed a cRYeU WeUP fRU Whe YRcabXOaU\ Rf a ceUWaLQ gURXS Rf 
OaQgXage XVeU UegaUdOeVV hRZ Whe gURXS Rf VXch SeRSOe LV defLQed RU haV cRPe abRXW. 
SecWLRQ 7.7 e[SORUeV LQ PRUe deWaLO hRZ gURXSV Rf OaQgXage XVeUV aQd WheUeb\ YaULRXV 
OaQgXage YaULeWLeV aULVe, aQd ZhaW cULWeULa aUe W\SLcaOO\ XVed fRU defLQLQg PRUe RU OeVV 
hRPRgeQeRXV OaQgXage YaULeWLeV. 
 IW LV XVXaOO\ cRQVLdeUed gRRd ZULWLQg PaQQeUV WR XVe Oe[ePeV fURP Whe VaPe UegLVWeU 
ZLWhLQ Whe VaPe We[W. HRZeYeU, ZULWeUV VRPeWLPeV deYLaWe fURP WhLV QRUP WR achLeYe 
YaULRXV effecWV. 

2.7.E[eUcLVeV 
 
E[eUciVe 2-1: NXPbeU Rf PRUShePeV 
DeWeUPLQe hRZ PaQ\ PRUShePeV Whe gLYeQ ZRUdV cRQWaLQ 
1 VhiSPaWe   
2 WableV   
3 la]ieU   
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DeWeUPLQe hRZ PaQ\ PRUShePeV Whe gLYeQ ZRUdV cRQWaLQ 
4 ZUiWeV   
5 SUeVXSSRVe   
6 cheeUleadeUV   
7 chRRVe   
8 dice   
9 ZealWh\   

 
E[eUciVe 2-2: MRUShePe W\SeV 
DeWeUPLQe ZheWheU Whe hLghOLghWed PRUShePeV aUe VXffL[eV, SUefL[eV RU URRWV 
1 haUdcRUe      
2 cRQclXde        
3 WiUeOeVVl\        
4 haUdcRUe      
5 XQlRckabOe        
6 VaQdbR[eV      
7 WheVeV        
8 ZRPaQ      
9 SUeVXSSRViWiRQ        

 
E[eUciVe 2-3: LRadedQeVV 
DeWeUPLQe ZheWheU Whe gLYeQ Oe[ePeV WeQd WR be QeXWUaO, SRVLWLYeO\ ORaded RU QegaWLYeO\ 
ORaded 
1 lad\          
2 baVWaUd          
3 VhiS         
4 Ve[ ZRUkeU          
5 ZhRUe          
6 VZiQe          
7 bic\cle         
8 haUaVV          
9 aUUeVW         

 
  


